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A LETTER OF THE AV- 
thors,expounding his whole intention 1n che 


courſe of this worke:which for that it giueth great 


light ro the Reader, forthe berter vnderſtanding ishere- 
vnto annexed. 


To the rizhtnoble and valorous, Sir Walter Ra- 
lewh, Kmght, Lo: W ardeinof the Stanneries,C* 
her Maieſties Lientenant of the Countie af Corpeiva ;yll, | 


I R,knowing how doubtfully all Allego- 
ries may be conſtrued, and this booke of 
Dl] mine, which I haveentituled The Faery 
if .2#cenc, being a continued Allegorie, or 
vf darke conceit, I haue thought good , as 
{1| well for auoyditig of icalous opinions & 
I miſconſtruttions, asalſo for your berter 
light in reading thereof, (being ſo by you 
commanded) to diſcouer vnto you the 
generall intention and meaning,which in 
the whole courſe thercof I haue faſhio- 
ned, wichout expreſsing ofany particular 
\ purpoſes or by-accidents therin occaſio- 
ned, T he generall end therefore ofall che booke, is ro faſhion a gentleman 
or noble perſon in vertuons and gentle diſcipline. Which for thatT concei- 
_ - ved ſhould be moſtplauſibleand pleaſing,beeing coloured, wich an hiſtori- 
cal fition,the which the moſt part of men delight ro read, rather for varie- 
tieof matcer, then for profit of theenſample : Ichoſeche hiſtorie of King 
Arthare,as moſt fit for the excellencic of his perſon, beeing made famous 
by many mens fortner workes,and alſo furtheſt from the danger of enuic, 
and ſuſpicion of preſent time. In which I haue followcd al theantique Po- 
ets biſtoricall : firſt Homer, who in cheperſons of Agamemnen and 7iyes, 
bach eniampled a good Gouernour and a verruous man,the onein his _ 
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theother in his Gdyſes : then Yirg#ll, whole like intention was ro doe in the 
perſon of Aeneas: after bim Ariofocompriled them both in his Orlando: 
and lately Ta{/o difſeuered them againe, and formed both parts in twoper- 
ſons, namely, char part which chey in Philoſophy call Ezhice, or vertues of 
a priuat man, coloured in his Rezaldo : The other named Poltreein bis 
Godfredo. By enſample of which excellent Poets, I labour co pourcrai& in 
CArthure, before he was King, the image of a brave Knight, pertetedin 
the ewelue priuace morall vertues , as Ariſtotle hath deuiſed , the which is 
- the purpole of theſe fir ſttwelue bookes: which it I find ro be welaccepted, 
I may be perhaps encouraged,to frame the other part of policike verrues in 
his perſon, after that he came to bee King. 

Toſomel knowcthis method will ſceme diſpleaſant, which had rather 
haue good dilcipline delivered plainly in way of precepts, or ſermanedac 
large,as they vie,then thus clowdily cawrapped in Allegorical deuifes.But 
ſuch, mee ſeeme, ſhould beſatisficd wich he vic of theſe dayes, ſecing all 
rhings accounted by their ſhowcs,and nothing eſtecmed of, that is nor de- 
lighcfull and pleaſing cocommon lenle. For this cauſe is Xexophon preter- 


red before Plato, for thatthconein theexquilite depth of his iudgement, 


formed a Common-wealth ſuch as ic ſhould be ; but the other, inthe per- 


ſon of Cyrss and the Perſians , faſhioned a gouernment ſuch as might belt + 


be: So much more proficable and gracious is doQtrine by enſample , then 


by rule. So haue I laboured todoein theperion of Arihure: whom I cons 


ceiue, after his long education by Tiz0n (to whom hee was by Merlin deli- 
uvered co be brought vp,ſo ſoone as hee was borne of the Lady /zrayme)ro 
haue ſcene in adreame or viſion the Faerie 2uecenc , with whole excellent 
beavtierauiſhed hee awaking, reſolued tolecke her our : and ſo becing by 
Merliz armed, & by 7; throughly inſtruted, he wenc to ſeek her forth 
in Faery Land, In that Faery 2ucene, | meane Glory in my generall inten- 
tion: butin my parcicular, I conceive che moſt excellent and glorious per- 
ſonof our Soucraigne the Queene,and her kingdome in Faery Land. And 
yertin ſomeplaceselſe, Idoc otherwiſe ſhadow her. For conſidering ſhee 
bearcth cwo perſons,the oneof a moſt royall Queene or Empreſſe, the 0- 
ther ofa moſt vertuous and beautifull Lady, this latter part in ſome places 
I doc expreflcin Beſpheve , faſhioning her Nameaccording to your owne 
excellenc conceit of Cynthia, (Phebeand Cymihisbecing borh names of D#- 
a4.) SO in the perſonot Prince CArthwre, I ſerre foorth Magnificence in 
particular, which vercue, for that (according to Ari/otieand thereft) it is 
cheperfeQion of all the reſt, and containeth in ic them all, therefore in the 
whole courſe I mention the deeds of 4rthareappliable to thar vertuc, 
which I write of in that Booke. Bucof thetwelue other vertues, I make xii 
other Knights the Patrons, for the more variecie of the hiſtoric: Of which 
theſe three bookes conraine three. T he firſt, of the Knight of the Redcroſſe, 
in who Lexpreſſc Holineſſe : The ſecond of Sir Guyon, in whom I (er foot hr 


Ti emperance : 
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Temperance : Thethird of Britomarts,a Lady Knight,in whom I picture 
Cha#titie. But becauſe the beginning ot the whole worke (lecmeth abrupr, 
and as depending vpon other antecedents, ir needs that yee know the oc- 


cafjon of thele three Knights leuerall aduentures. For the methode of a 


Poet hiſtoricall, is not ſuch as of an Hiftoriographer.For an Hiſtoriogra- 
pherd:fcourſech of aftaires orderly us they were done, accounting as well 
che timesas theaftions; bur a Poer thruſteth incoche middeſt, euen where 
ic moſtconcerneth him, and there recou {ing tothe things forepaſt, and | 
diuining of things cocome, makerha plealing Analy lis of all. T he begin- 
ning thereforcof my hiſtoric, if it wererto berold by an Hiſtoriographer, 
ſhould be the rwelfch book, which is the laſt ; where I deuile that the Facry 
geene kept her Annuall feaſt twelue daies : vpon-which twelve fcuerall 
dayes, the occaſions of the rwelue ſeueralladuenturcs hapned, which bee- 
ing vadertaken by cwclueſcuerall Knights,are in thele twelue books ſeuc- 
rally handled and diſcourſed. 

The firſt was this: Inche beginning of the feaſt, there preſented himſclfe 
a tall clowniſh young man,who falling before the 2 urcenc of Faxries,defired 
a boone (asthe manner then was) which during that feaſt ſhe might not re- 
fuſe: which was, thachee might hauethe atchieuemenc of any aduenture, 
which during that feaſt ſhould happen; that beeing granted, he reſted him 
ſelfe onthe flaore, vnfic through his ruſticitie for a berter place. Soone af- 
ter entred a faire Ladic in mourning weeds, riding on a white Aſſe,with a 
Dwarfe behind herleadinga warlike ſtced,that bore the armes ofa Knight, 
and his ſpeare in the Dwarfes hand; She falling beforethe 2urene of Fae- 
ries, complayned that her father & mother, an ancient King and Queene, 
had becn by an huge Dragon many yecres ſhut vp ina byzen Caſtle, who 
thence ſuffered them notto iſſue ; and cherfore beſoughttrhe Faery 2ucent 
ro aſsigne her ſom one of her Knights rotake on him char exployr., Pre- 
ſently chat clowniſh perſon vpſtarting,deſired thar aduenture; whereat the 


 Quecne much wondering,and che Lady much gaine-layingyyer he earneft- 


ly importutied his deſire. [ncheend, the Lady told him, vnlefſe that Ar- 
mour which ſheebrought would ſerue him ( that is, the armour of a Chri- 
ſian man ſpecified by Saint Paul, v. Epheſ.) that hee could not ſuccecd in 
thatenterpriſe: which beeing forth-with put vpon himwith duc furnicures 
therevnco, he ſeemed the goodlieſt man in all that company, and was well 
liked of the Lady. And efi{oones takirig on him knighthood,& mounting 
on that ſtrange Courſer,hee went forth with her on that aduenture : where 
beginneth the firſt booke,viz. 
A gentle Knight waspricking on the Plaine,gvc. 

Theſecond day there came ina Palmer bearing an Infant wich bloodie 
hands, whoſe Parents he complained to have been ſlaine by an Enchaunte- 
reſle called Acraſia:and therefore craued of the Faery 2ucene, ro-appoint 
him ſome Knig ht, coperforme that aduenture , which becing alsigacd _ 
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The Authors Intention, 


Ys Guyon, he preſently went foorth with chat ſame Palmer *: which is the 
beginning of the ſecond booke and the whole tabiea thereof, The third 
day therecameina Groome , who complained v=fore the Facry Pucenc, 
that a vile Eachauncer called Buſtrare,had in hand a moſt faire Lady called 
Amoretta, whom hekeptin moſt grieuous rormenr, becatie the would nor 
yeeld kim the pleaſurc of ter body. VVhercupon Sir Scadamogr the louer 
ofthat Lady preſently rooke on him that aducncure. But being vnable to 
pertorme ic by reaſon of the hard Enchaunzments,afrer tong forrow,in the 
end met with Briteomartis, who ſuccourcd him, and reskewed his louc. 
Bur by occaſion heereof,many other aces arcintcrinedied, but ra- 
cher as Accidents, then inrendments: As, theloueof £7:0mmert, the over- 
rhrow of Xzrinell, the miſcrieof Flerimell, the vertuoufacficof Belphetbe, 
the ialouiouines of Hcilewora, and many helike, 
T 9s much Sir, f have briefely over-runtodire& yourvaderfiznding to 
q* we-headoftne Hiſtory,char from chence gacheringrke wholciatcni- 
i 7CCOnceir, ve may as ina handfull gripe all thediſconric, which 0- 
þ was mzy azppcly ieeme tedious and confulcd. So kumbly craviag 
thc conrinuznce of your honourable fauour rowards me, and ttrerernull 
efz2iuhment of your bappincs, I humbly takelcaue. 


23. Januaric, 153g. 


Tours moſt humbly affectionate, 


> A VISION VRON THIS 
concelt of the Faery Queene_. 


M E thought I ſawe the graue where Zaxralay, 

Within chat Temple,wherethe Veſtallflame 

Was wontto burne ; and palsing by that way, 

To ſeethat buried duſt of livingfame, 

Whoſe tombe faire loue,and fairer vertue kept 

AlifuddenlylI fawerthe Faery Sneene ; | 

Atwhole appreachthe ſoule of Perrarch wept, 

Anc from thence-forth thoſe Graces werenotlcene, 

For they this Queene attended; in whole ted 

Obliuion laid hum downe on Lawras herle ; 

Hzereat the hardeſt ſtones wereſcene to bleed, 

Aud gronesof buried ghoſtsrhe heauens didperle. 
Where Homcrs(pright did treaible all for griefe, 
Aa curſt tli'acccile of that celeltiallthicte, 


: Another of the ſame. 
g © HE praiſe of meaner wits this worke like profit brings, 
As deth the Cuckoes ſong d:light when Phiiumena ſings, 
1/ then haſt formed right true veriues far: beeremn, 
Verine ber ſelfe car. beit diſcerne, to whens they nritten bin, 
If thou haſt beanie praiſed, let her ſole lookes dine, 
Tnage if ought therein be amiſſe,and mend byher eyne, 
If (haſtitie want onght,or T emperance ber dew, 
Behonld ber Pr incely mindaright ,andwrite thy Queene anew, 
CMeane-while ſue frallper crime, how far her vertmes ſore 
Abou: the reark of all tht line, or ſuch as wrote of yore : 
Andtheriby willexcu e and fanonr thy good will : 
Whoſe ver ine caunor be caxpreſt bat by one Angels quill, 
Of re no tines are lou'dror letters are of price, 


Of allwhich [prake our Engliſh rongue, but thoſe of thydenice, 


Tothe l:arnsd Shepheard. 
oL L1M,1 ſee by thy newtaker ta5ke, | ThylouelyR os at 19 Þ ſeemes now forlorne, 
ſore ſacred fury hath enrich: :hybraines, . and all thy gent'e flocks torgotren quighr : 


That leades thy Muſe in haughty verſe to maske Thy changed heart now hoJds thy pipes in ſcorne, 
and loathe the lies that Jong to lowely ſwaines, thoſe prety pipes that 4id thy mares de!ight; 


That lifts thy notes from Shepheards viito Kings, Thoſe true mates, that loued thee ſo well, 
Soliketheliuely Larke that mour.ting fings. Whom thcu gau ſtmirth: asthey gauethee the _=_ 
C3 e 


T thelearned $ hepheard 
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Yet asthou earſt with thy ſweete roundelayes, 
didit ſtirre to glee our laddes in homely bowers: 
So mought(t thou now in theſe refined layes, 
delight rhe daintie eares of higher powers. _ 
And ito mought they in their deepe skanning $kil 
Allow and grace our CoL x 1 x5 flowing quill. 


And faire befal that Faerie Queene of thine, 

ia whoſe taire eyes loue linkt with vertue ſits: 
Eufuſing by thoſe beauries fires diuine, _ 

ſuch :.igh conceits into thy humble wits, 
Asraiied hath poore paſtors oaten reeds, 
From ruſtick tunes to chaunt heroick deedes: 


= $2 mought the Redcrofſe. Knight with happy hand 
_ viCtortous be in thattaire lands right: 
Which thou doolt veile in Typ: of Faery Land, 
E LY z a 5 bleffed field,that .41byon hight3 _ 
T hat ſhieids her friends,& warres her mighty ices 
Yet till with people, peace, and plentie floes. 


But(iolly ſhepheard ) though with p'cafing ſtile, 
thou feat the humour of the Courtly traine: 
Let not conceit thy ſetled ſenſe beguile, 
ne daunted be through enuy or di{daine. 
Subie& thy doome to her Empyring ; pa oht, 
From whence thy Muſe & al the worl 


Hobbynoll, 


FE? yre Thamis ſtreame, that from Lv» ſtately / * 
Runlt paying tribute to the ocean ſeas,(towne,' 
Letall thy Nymphes and Syrens of renowne 
Be filent, while this Bryttanc Ok Þ n  v splaies: 
Neer thy ſweet banks,there ies that ſacred crown, 
Whoſe hand {trowes Palme & never-dying bayes. 
Let all at once,with thy ſoft murmuring ſowne 
Prelent her with this worthy Poets praiſe. (weeds, 
For he hath taught hie drifts in ſhepheards , 
And deepe Conceits now fings in Faeries deeds. 


R, 8. 


(3faneMuſes, march in tryumph & with praiſes, 
Ou: goddels here hath giue youleaue to land: 
And bids this rare diſpenlcr of your graces 
Bow downe his brow vnto her ſacred hind. 
Deſert finds due in that moſt princel” dome, 
In whole tweet breſt are allthe Muies bredde : 
Sodidthat great \vGvsTvysearſtin Rome 
Wirth leaucs of fame adorne his Poers head. 
Faire be the guerdon of your Faery Quyeenc, 
Euen of the faireſt that the world hath ſeenc. 


HZ, 3. 


takes light. 
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Hen ſtout Achilles heard of Helen: rape, 
And what reuenge the ſtates of Creece deuijs'd 
Thinking by fleight the fatall wars tv {caze, 
In womans weedes himſcltc hzthen difguis'd: 
But this deuiie Ylyjjes io0ne d1d tby . 
And brought him torth,the chance ofwarto try. 


When Spenſer ſaw the fame was ſpred ſolarge, - 
Through Faery- L4ad, oftneir renowned Queene; | cf 
Loth that his :22uſe ſhould take ſo great a Charge, 
AS in ſuch hawghty matter to be ſeene, 

To ſeeme a ſhepheard then he made his choice, 

But S54nez heard him fing,and knew his voyce, 


And as /lyſſes bronghr fire Thetis ſonne 

From his retyred }:te ro menage armes : 

So Spenſer was by Sidneys ſpeeches wonne, 

To blaze her tame, not fearing future harmes : - 
For well he knew,his Miſe would ſoone bertyred 
In ber high praiſe, that all che world admired. 


Yet as Achilles in thoſe wailike ſrayes, 

Did win the Palwe from alli the Grecian Peeres; 

So Spenſer now to his immortall praile, 

tath wonne the Laurel] quite from all his feeres. 
What though his tas%e exceed a humaine wit, 
He is excus d,fith Sidney thought it fir, 


AD lookevpor x work of rare deuiſe 
1 he which awo:kman ſetter? out to view, 
And not toyceld it the deſerued prite, 
That ynto ſucha workimanthip 1s dew, 
Doth either proue the indgementro be naught, 
Orelſ: doth ſhcwa mind with enuic fraught. 


Tolabour tocommend apcece of worke, | 
Which no man gors abou: to diicommend, 
Would raiſe a 1ealous doubt,thartnere 41.1 lurke 
Some ſecret doubr. whcreto the prai'e did tend. 
For when men know the goodnes ol the wine, 
T'is needlefle for the hoaſt to haue a ſigne. 


Thus then toſhew my judgement to be ſuch 
As can dilcerne of colours black, and white, » 
As alls to free my mind from enuiestuch, 
That neuer giuesto any man his right, 
I heere pronounce this workmanlhip is ſuch, 
As thatno pencan ſet it forth too much. 


AndthusT hanga garland at the dore, 
Not for to ſhew the poodnes of the ware: 
But ſuchhath been the cuſtome hieeretofore, 
Andcuſtomes very hardly broken are. 
And when your taſte ſhall tel!lyou this 1s trew, 
Then looke you glue your hoaſt his vemolt dew. 


[gnoto, 
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Lord high C hauncelor of England, (xc. 
('s) 


Hoſe prudent heads, that with their counſels wiſe 


W hilomecthe pillours of th'earth did ſuſtaine, 

And taughtambicious Rome to tyrannile, 
And intheneck of all the world torainc, 

Oft from thoſe graucaffaites were wont abſtaine, 
With the ſweet Lady Muſes for to play : 
So Ennis the elder Africane, 
| So Aaro oft did Ceſars cares allay, 

So you great Lord, that with your counſell ſway 
T he burden of this kingdome mighrily, 
With likedclights ſometimes may ckedelay 
The rugged brow of carefull Policie ; 

And to theſcidle rimes lend little ſpace, 


Which for their cicles ſake may find more grace. 
ES. 


high Treaſurer of England. 


y © O youright noble Lord, whoſe carefull breit 
TO menage of moſt grane affaires is bent, 
CAnd on whoſe mizktie ſhoulders moſt doth rei 
The burden of this kingdomes gourrnment, 
CAsthe wide compaſſe e of the firmament, 
On Atlas mighty ſhoulders 6s opitaid: 
Fnfitly 1 theſe idle rimes preſent, 
The labour of loſi time, and wit onitaid : 
Tetif their deeper ſenſe bernly waid, 
And the am wveile, wth which from common view 
Their fairer parts are hid, aſt zae te lad, 
Perhap»not waine they may appeare to yon. 
Such as they be uouchſaje them to receane, 
And wipe their faults out of your cenſure graue. 


| Þu 
U 4 


To < right honourable Sir Chritpler Hatton, 


To the righthonourable the Lo. Biirleigh, Lord 
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Tothe right honourable the Earle of Oxenford, 


Lord high Chamberlaine of England. 


|” $-_—_ moſt noble Lord, in gentle gree, 
T he varipe fruicc of an vnready wit: 
Which by thy countenance doth craucto bee 
Defended from foule Enuies poyſnous bir, 
W hich ſo co doc may thce right well befir, 
Sith th'antiqueglory of thine anceſtry | 
Vndera ſhady veileis therein wrir, 
Andckethineowne long liuing memory, 
Succecding them in true nobllicy : 
Andalſo forthe loue, which thou dooſt beare 
Toth'Helicomian Imps, and they to thee; 
They vnto thec,and thou to them moſt deare:; 
Deareas chouartvnto thy ſcife,ſo loue 
T hat loues and honours thee,as doth bchoue, 
E.S, 


To the right honourable the Earle of 
Northumberland, 


T He ſacred Muſes haue made alwates clame 
Tobe the Neurſes of Nobility, 
And Regiſtrers of euerlaſting fame, 
To all that armes prefeſſe and cheualry. 
Then by like right the noble Progeny, 
Which them ſucceedin fame and worth, aretyde 
T* embrace the ſeruice of ſweet Poetry, 
By whoſe endeuoursthey are glorifide ; 
And ekefrom all, of whom1t is enuide, 
To patronize the author of their praiſe, 
Which gines themlife that elſe would ſoone haue died, 
4nd crownestheir aſhes with immortal bajes, 
Tothee thereſore,right noble Lord, 1 ſend 
The preſent of my painesgtto m”_ 


« ha nl 
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is, Tot 


he right hon 
of Cumberland. 


| * 2—agy ok Lord,in whoſe courageous mind 
The flowreof cheualry now blooſming faire, 
Doth promiſe fruit worthy the noble kind, 
Which of their praiſes baue left you che haire ; 
Toyou this humblepreſentlI prepare, 
For loue of vertue and of Martial] praiſe. 
To which thogh nobſy yeinclined are, 
As goodly well ye ſhewdin late aſſaies, 
Yet braucenſample of long paſſed daies, 
In which ervue honour ye may faſhiond (ce, 
Tolike delire of honour may ye raiſe, 
And fillyour mind wich magnanimitee. 
Receive it Lord therefore as it was menr, 
For honor of your name and high deſcent. 
E. S. 


Tothe moſt honourable and excellent Lord , the *arle 


of Eſſex, Great Maiſter of the Horſe to her Highnelle, and 
Knighe of the Noble order of the Garter,&c. 


M Agnifick Lord whoſe wertues excellent 
Doe merit a moſt famous Poets wit, 
Tobe thy lisxing praiſes inſ{rament, 
Tet doe not [aeigne,to let thy name be wris 
Tn this baſe Poeme, for thee far wnfit. 
Nought is thy worth diſparaged thereby : 
But when my Muſe ,whoſe feathers nothing flit 
Doe yet but flagge, and lowly learne to fiy, 
With bolder wing ſhall dare aloft to ſy 
To the laF praiſes of this Faery Queene, , 
Then ſhall it make more famous memory 
of thine Heroicke parts,ſuch as they beene. 
Till then vouchſafe thy noble countenan:e, 


To theſe firit labours needed 7 
E. S» 


To the right honourable the Eatle of 
Ormond and Oſſorie_. 


R Eceiue moſt noble Lorda ſimple raſte 
Ofthe wild fruic, which ſauage loyle hach bred, 
Which bceing chrough long wars left almoſt waſte, 
Witch brutiſh barbarilme is oucrſpred : 
Andin ſo faire a Land, as may bered, 
Not one Parnaſſus,nor one Helicon 
Left for ſweet Mules to be harboured, 
But where thy ſelfe haſt chy braue manſion ; 
There indced dwell faire Graces many one, 
Aad gentle Nymphes,delights of learned wits, 
Andin thy perſon without Paragone 
All goodly bounty and true hanour (its. 
Suck the: cfore, as chat waſted ſoyle doth yield, 
Receiue deare Lord in worth, the fruit of barren field. 
E, S. { 


Tc theright honourable the Lo. Ch. Howard, Lo. 


high Admirall of England, Knight of thenobleorver of the Garter, 
and one of her Maicſtics privic Councell,&c. 


A" yee, braue Lord, whoſe goodly perſonage, 

And noble deeds each other garmiſhing, 
Make you enſample to the preſent age, 
Of th'old Hier oes, whoſe famous of ring 

The antique Poets wont {0 much to ſing, 
inths ſame Paceant haue a worthy place, 
Sith thoſehuge caſtles of Caſtilian king, 
That wvainly threatned kingdoms to diſplace, 

Like flying Doues ye did before you chace : 
And that proud people woxen inſolent 
Through many victories, ardſt firſt deface : 
Thy praiſes euerlaſting monument 

151n this verſe engrauen ſemblably, 

That it may line toall po#terity. 
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To the right honourable the Lord of Hun/don, 


| 6IEE Lord, chat for your worthineſſe 
And nobledeeds haue your deſcrucd place, 
High in the fauour of that &-mpere.le, 
The worlds ſole glory, andher lcxes grace, 
Heere cke of right haue youa worthy place, 
Both for your necrneſs tothat Faery 2ucene, 
And for your owne high mericinlike cale: 
Of which, apparant proofe wasto be ſeene, 
When chat tumulcuous rage and fearefulldeene 
Of Northerne rebels ye didpacihe, 
And their diſloyall power defaced clene, 
T he record of-enduring memory. 
LiveLoid for cyer-inthis laſting verle, 
T hatall poſtcritiecby honor may reherlſe. 
E.S, 


{y To the moſt renowned and valiant Lord,the 
Lord Grey of Wilton, Knight of the noble 


oxder ofthe Garter, &c. 


M 05t noble Lord the pillor of my life, 
And Patrone of my Muſes pupillage, 
Through whoſe large bounte poured on me rife, 
In the firſt [eaſon of my feeble age, 
1 now doe line bound yours by vaſſalage: 
Sith nothing euer may redeeme, nor reaue 
Out of your endleſſe debt ſo ſure a gage, 
Vowchſafe in worth this ſmall gift to receaue, 
Which in your noble hands for pledge 1leane 
Of allthe reS#,that 1am tydet account : 
Rude rimes, the which a ruſtick Muſe did weaue 
In ſavage ſole, far from Parnafſo mount, 
And roughly wrought in an wnlearned Loome: 
The which vouchſafe,deere Lord your fauonrable doome. 
E. Ss 
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To the r1 
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ght honourable the Lord of Buckbur/t, : 


one of her Mateſtzes prinie Councell, | 


1N vaine I think (right honourable Lord) C1 
By this rude rimeto memorizethy name; 
Whoſe learned Muſe hath wric her owne record 
In golden verſe, worthy immorrtall fame : 
Thou much more fic, (were lciſure tothe ſame) 
T hy gracious Soucraignes praifcstocompile, 
And her imperiall Maieſtie to frame, . 
Inloftienumbersand heroick ſtile, 
Bur ſich thou maiſt notlo, giueleauea while 
To baſer wic, his power therein toſpend, 
Whoſe grolle detaulrs thy daintie pen may file, 
And vnaduiſcd ouverſights amend. 
But cuermorevouchſafeicto mairitaine 
Againſtvile Zoylzs backbirings vaine./- 
E.S. 


«© To the right honourable Sir Fr. Wal/mgham, 
K night, principall Secretarie to her Maieſtie and , 


of her honourable priuie Councell. 


E few Mancuane Poets incompared ſpirit, 
Whoſe girland now ts ſetinhigheſt place, 
Had not Meccenas for his worthy merit. 
It firſt aduaunit togreat Auguſtus grace, 
Atght long ( perhaps) hane lienin ſilence bace, 
Ne been/o much aamir.d of later age, 
T. i ;wely Muſe, that learnes like ſteps to trace, 
Flies for like aide onto your Patronaze, 
That are the great Mecoenas of this age 
As wel to all thatciuill artes profeſſe, 
As thoſe that are inſpir d with Martiall rage, 
And craues proteCtion of her feebleneſſe : 
Which if ye yee'd, perhaps ye may her raiſe 
In bigger tunes 10 ſound your lining praiſe. 
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= JE JREe WES INETR—C<C 
w TO THE RIGHT NOBLF 
Lordani mcſt valtane Capraine, Sir /oh,{orris, 
Knight, Lord Prelidentof Moutifter. 


\ Ho cue rt gave morc konourable prize 
'Y. Totke ſweet Muſe,chendid che Martial crew; 
Tha: thcir brave deeds ſhe mightimimorralize 
In her (hriil cromp, and ſound their praiſes dew?, = 
Who thcn ought more to fauour her, then you 
Moſtnoble Lord,the honour of this ape, 
And Precedent of all thac Armes enſuc? 
W hoſe warlike prowefſe and manly courage, 
Temprcd with reaſonand aduizement ſage, 
Hath fild fad Beſgick with vitorious ſpoile, 
In F7ance and 7reland left a famous gage, 
And lately ſhak'tthe Zsſitaman loile.” 
Sirh cheneach where.thou haſtdifdpred thy fame, 
Louehim,that hath crernized your name. | 
| Bo” So. 


Tothe noble and valorous Knight,Sir Wal.Raleigh. Lo. War- 


gcin ofthe Stanneryes, and Licutcnaunt of Cornwaile. 


O thee that art the Sommers Nightingale, 
Thy ſoneraigne Goddeſſes moſt deare delight, 
Why doe 1ſend this ruſtick 244drigale, 
That may thy tunefull eare unſeaſon quite ? 

Thou onely fit this Argument to write, 

In whoſe high thoughts Pleaſure hath built her bowre, 
And dainty lone learnd ſweetly toendite. 
My rimes Iknowe onſauory and ſowre, 

To taſte the (freames, that like a goldenſhowre 
Flowefrom thy fruitfull head, of thy Lowes praiſe, 
Fitter perhaps ts thunder Martial lowre, 

When [o thee liſt thy lofiie Muſe to raiſe : 
Tet till that thou thy Poems wilt make knowne, 
Tetthy faire Cinthias praiſes be thus rudely ſhowne. 
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THE RIGHT HONORA- 


ble and moſt vertuous Lady, the Counteſle 


of Penbroke. 


| $a of that moſt Heroick ſpiric, 

"The heaucns pride, the glory of our dayes, 
Whichnow triumpheth chroughimmortall metric 
Of his braue vertues,crownd with laſting baies 

Of heauenly bliſsand cucrlaſting praiſe z 
Who firſt my Muſe did lift out of the flore, 
Toſing his ſweet delights in lowlie laies ; 

Bids me moſt noble Lady ro adore 
His goodly imageliuingeuermore, 
Inthediuine reſemblanec of your face; 
Which with your vertues ye embelliſh more, 
A nd native beautiedeck with heauenly grace : 
For his, and for your owne eſpeciall ſake, 
Vouchſafc from him this roken in go0d worthto take. 
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